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The Earliest Inhabitants

ABORIGINAL TRIBES OF
THE DISTRICT

THE BLACKS OF DUNGOG, PORT
STEPHENS AND GRESFORD

By GORDON BENNETT

Dungog and district loomgs largely in the history of
the early settlement of New South Wales for many
reasons. Some historians Lhave been lec to beileve that
the earliest settlement north of the Coal River, (or .
Newcastle, as we know it to-day,) commenced at Port
Stephens, when the Australian Agricultural Company
formed its famous settlement in the early Cays of the
first two decades of the nineteenth century. This idea
is, however, erroneous, for the country was originally
opened up northwards frem Green Hills (Morpeth),
and Dungog was the ultimate limit of settlement for
ten years or more. In these articles I do not propose
to deal with the history of the district and its develop-
ment in so far as is concerned the English population
and the mixed agglomeration of races and classes that
subsequently helped to fill the vacant spaces between
Hunter's River and the headwaters of what is now
known as the Manning. Weither ig it my intention to
deal in any way with the penal settlements, or the
penal conditions that prevailed in those far-off days.

TImpelled by a spirit of anthropological curiosity I
have been tempted to mmake some researches concerning
the people that inhabited the districts wherin the
“Chronicle” circulates long, before the clank of the
leg-iron was heard in its primeval forests and long be-
fore modern civilisation wiped out of existence those
uncultured savages to whom I refer. It is the result
of my inquiries that I desire to publish in the hope that
there are some that may be interested in learning what
class of people dwelt 2long the kanks of the Williams
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and on the foreshores of Port Stephens in those days
when the battle of Waterloo was something to be
talked of as a current event, and when malefactors
where hanged by the neck to the limbs of the gum-tree
whose roots may yet be seen near where the Dungog
Public School now siands. Necessarily my investiga-
tions have included thise different tribes of aborigines
who were allied to, or cornected with by totemism,
those that inhabited the Dungog and Port Stephens
districts, and if reference is made occasionally to
localities distant from that centre where the headwaters
of the Williams emerge to the flats of the lower land it
may be taken that the anthropological data that I
have garnered warrants the excursion.

I may say at the outset that most of my refferences
are from Howitt’s very complete work regarding the
aborigines of the eastern districts of the continent. In
addition perhaps the most accurate particulars are
taken from data collected by the late Dr E. McKel{ar
McKinlay, that distinguished scientist, anthropologist
and medico, that made Dungog his home during the
best part of the first half of the last century. I had
the good fortune to obtain access to many papers colla-
ted by this learned gentleman, whom, as a boy, I can
perfectly remember, and I have considered them to be
of such interest to Dungog folk that T make this my
excuse for presenting them in this form. )

In the far-off days of the first decade of the nine-
teenth century, the lacality that we know as Dungog
was called by the primitive inhabitants “Tunkok” or
“Tungog’’, both of which words mean, ip the Awabakal
dialect, the place of thinly wooded hills. The blacks
living in the district that extends from just about
where Brookfield now is to the headwaters of the
Chichester and the Williams belonged to a tribe known
as the Gringal. They were distributed over the dis-
trict in local groups known as “Nurra” and were loca-
ted at distances about eight miles apart in what ‘ghe
historians of those days termed villages. The mia~mias
of these rude aborigines were of the most primitive
description, keing merely a few sheets of bark placed
against a convenient log, or bushes roughly planted
alongside some huge forest giant. A census taken by
Dr McKinlay in the early thirties showed that.tl.lere
were about 250 blacks in the wvalley of the Willims.
Across the range, on the watershed of the Paterspn,
was another, and an importnt lbranch of this tribe
with whom the natives of the Dungog district inter-
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married, and Dr McKinlay and Mr J. W. Boydell record
that these tribes married also with those of the tribes
on the Gloucester watershed. Below Dungog, and ex-
tending to Lake Macquarie, the Awabakal tribe was
the most important and their language is recorded in
interesting treatises written by the Rev. L. E. Threl-
keld. Inland from the  Awabakal was the Geawe-gal
tribe, whose country was part of the valley of the Hun-
ter River, extending to each lateral watershed and
from twenty to thirty miles along the valley on each
side of Glendon. These aborigines spoke the language
of, and intermarried with those of Maitland, less fre-
quently with those of the Paterson River and rarely
with those of - Mussel Brook. They were always in
dread of war with the Kamilaroi, a fierce and warlike
tribe, who followed down the head-waters of the Hun-
ter from the Talbragar to the Nunmurra waters, and
even occasionally made raids as far as Jerry’s Plains. A
section of the Kamilaroi occupied the upper waters
flowing into the Hunter and Goulburn, and the easy
gap from the west probably afforded them ready access
for their raids, The fear that this race inspired in the
natives of localities adjoining their boundaries reached
as far as Dungog, and twenty years ago when “Brandy’’
was the last of his tribe in the district he would often
mention, with apparently genuine fear, the possibility
of a raid by the wild blacks from the west.

FAMILY ORGANISATION.

From Port Stephens to the Queensland Lorder, a
stretch of many hundreds of miles, there were numer-
ous tribes of blacks speaking dialects that were basical-
ly connected with that of the Gringais about Dungog.
Very little has been recorded of their organisation, be-
liefs or customs, and apparently no true history of
them will ever be written..

‘With the aborigines of Australia tne m=zrriage cus-
toms are the most interesting. Rude and uncivilised
though they were, there was a rigid social organisation
that has been the wonder of students of their mode of
living. Intermarriage of families was strictly forbid-
den, and incest was a crime punishable with death.
Each child, at birth, was placed in a certain class or
totem, and could only marry some person from an en-
tirely different class or totem, their particular classifi-
cation being indicated by a distinguishing name. Most
of the Gringai were named Kumbo, but there were
some Ipai, Kubbi and Murri among them. Dr MeKin-
lay, in one of his notes, regrets that he was not able to
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obtain sufficient information to tabulate their class
system under the sub-class, or totem rules, but he says
that there were certain facts that were suggestxvg.
One family of Kubbi took their names from their
father, and not from their mother. Another family
consisted of an Ipai married to a Kubbitha. In anothgr
case Kubbi was married to a Kubbitha, and again in
another case a Kubbi married a KXubbitha, and t_heir
child was of the Kumbo sub-class. Two explanations,
says the learned savant, may be suggested. These mar-
riages and descents may indicate a complete breaking
down of the old Kamilaroi organisation in a manner
similar to that apparent in other coastai irikes, or it
may have been the result of breaking up of the tribe
under our civilisation. The only point that seems to be
worth much consideration is that the child’s name was
that of the father, or of a sub-class which. together with
his, represented his class. There were also totems in
these tribes, for instance such as Black-nake, Black
crow, Tagle-lLawk, and Stingaree.

MARRIAGE.

Marriages were arranged by the parents and kin-
dred, and a wife was chosen from a neighboring tribe;
for instance a man living at Gresford obtained a wife
from the Hunter River. The woman about to be mar-
ried made = camp and a fire, to which the man was led
by his father or any old man of the tribe. After they
had camped together the ceremony was complete.
Capture of women from other tribes and elopements
were common. In regard to the captured women. if
she belonged to the same sub-class or rotem as the cap-
turer, he would have to let her go or vield her up to
someone of a different class. In regard to elopements,
if a man and woman of the same class ran off together
they were punished by death if captured. If they did
not belong to the same class the man ‘had to fight some
of the members of the tribe, and if he were successful
in vanquishing their best fighting men in single combat
he could retain his bride. )

A man was not permitted to speak to his wife’s
mother and could only do so through a third party.
Before the advent of the whites to the district it was
death for a man to speak to her, and for many years
after settlement was first established the punishment
was a temporary banishment from the camp.

Mr R. Dawson, in 1830, writing of the Pox"t
Stephens tribes, said that they generally took their
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wives from other tribes if they could find opportunities
to steal them. The consent of the female was never
made a question of the transaction. When the tribes
appeared to be in a state of peace with each other,
friendly visits were exchanged, at which times the un-
married females were carried off by either party. The
friends of the girl never interfered, eand in the event
of her making any resistance, which was frequently the
case, her abductor silenced it by a severe blow on the
head with his club while carrying her off. He kept her
at a distance till her friends were all gone, and then re-
turned with her to his tribe. But if the girl had no
objection to her suitor or had no one else in her eye
that she liked better, she agreed to become his gin,
thus rendering abduction unnecessary. The husband
and wife were, in general, remarkably constant to each
other, and it rarely happened that they separated after
having considered themselves man and wife. When an
elopement or the stealing of another man’s gin took
place, :it created a great and apparently lasting uneasi-
ness in the husband, which is not altogeiaer unnatural,

CHIEFS, OR HEADMENR,

As with all savage tribes, there was one, or more, in
a community that was in a position of authority. In
regard to the southern tribes of the Kamilaroi, located
to the north of Maitland, Dr McKinlay states that in
1830 he made some investigations and found that there
were two or three head-men in each division of the
tribe. Their position was one of infiuence and authori-
ty and depended on the valor and strength of the indi-
vidual.  None of these positions weie hereditary and a
man that distinguished himself as a warrior or orator
would become a leader by force of character. His son,
if valiant, would. be highly thought of. These head-
men, or the oldest of them, settled the disputes of the
tribe and decided what white men were to be killed if
a raid were to be engaged upon. The bora, or initia-
tion ceremonies were also arranged by them. In the
Port Stephens tribes there were no chiefs, but certain
leading characters had more influence than others
among the communities when matters of common in-
terest were Deing discussed, or arrangements made for
important ceremonies or warlike excursions. No one
was invested, however, with, or assumed any authority
whatever in the tribe.

SETTLING ARGUMENTS.
In the settlement of quarrels in the Gringai (Dun-
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gog) tribe those of a personal or private nature were
settled by the individuals with any weapons near at
hand. In cases of offences against the tribe or tribal
customs, the offender had to stand out in the open,
armed with a shield, or heilaman, while a certain num-
ber of spears, according to the gravity of the offence,
were thrown at him, If he could defend himself suc-
cessfully, well and good, and he was adjudged to have
been proved innocent. If he could not, he was either
severely injured, or killed outright. One pleasant prac-
tice for the settlement of little differences was for the
two aggrieved parties to take hits at each other’s head
with a waddy, turn about, and the one that held out
longest was acclaimed the victor to the sound of much
noise from the assembled tribe.

MEDICINE-MEN AND SUPERSTITICNS.

Naturally in a race where religion has no place in
the social condition superstition and fantastic beliefs
in the existence of evil spirits prevails to a great extent.
The aborigines of Australia were no cxception to this
rule, and some of their beliefs are interesting to the
modern reader. It may be taken as a generally accep-
ted fact that the blacks of this country did not believe
that death could be encompassed by natural causes,
and this notion obtrudes itself in all the tribes, from
the Arunta in the Northern Territory, to tke relics of
the pristine Papuans that were left high and dry in
Tasmania countless centuries ago. Sickness was at-
tributed to the influence of a medicine-man of another
tribe or someone of the local community who was cap-
able of exercising witchcraft. Thus whenever a native
developed a serious pain he wusualiy hurried to the
medicine-man of the tribe and learned from the wizard
who was responsible. Sometimes the 1irouble was at-
tributed to a spirit, but if the ancient doctor had a
particular enemy he encompassed a neat revenge by at-
tributing the nefarious powers of witcheraft to him
thus generally involving him in death. Needless to say
the medicine-men were greatly feared.

Among the tribes in the Williams valley it was not
uncommon for the medicine-men of hostile tribes to
sneak into a camp at night under cover of the darkness,
or a cloud, and with a net of peculiar construction gar-
rotte one of the tribe, drag him a few hundred yards
from the camp, cut up his abdomen obliquely, take out
the kidney and caul-fat and then stuff a handful of
sand and grass into the wound. The strangling net
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was then unwound, aud if the victim were not aiready
dead he would ive a ghost inside twenty-four hours.
Seme are said to have survived the operaion for three
days. The fat so stolen was gieatly prized and was di-
vided among the ad: wno anuointed their bodies
with it, and generally carried portions with them in the
belief that the prowess and virtues of the deceased
Wouid pass to them. His bad attributes remained with
the corpse.

Around Dungog the blacks believed, when a man be-
came ill with a wasting sickness, that one of these
medicine-men had crept :n under cover of darkness and
removed the kidney fat without the painful operation
above described. They cailed their nocturnal ope.ation
“kroji” or “‘koradji,” and were in great terior of them.
They also believed that the koradji were possessed of
wonderful supernatural powers and besides bringing
digaster to others could effect cures of all manner of
ills among their own trites. It may be taken generai-
ly that sickness of all kinds was believed to be caused
by the incantations and magic of the koradjis or medi-
cine-men of hostile tribes.

At Port Stephens an ohserver witnessed the treat-
ment of a sick blackfcliow by a koradji. The witch
deetor wound round the body of the patient a cord of
opossum fur and then paszed it round the body of a
female relative or fiiend, who held the end in her
hands. She then passed {he cord to and fro rapidly be-
tween her lips until the blood flowed. This was caught
in a bowl over which the gin held her head and it was
believed that the evil magic that caused the disease
passed up the cord into the body of the operator and
thence with the blood into the bowl.

Among the trikes that extended inland from Port
Stephens it was also believed that the koradjis, or grad-
jis, as they were cailed had curative powers that
enabled them to suck cut the evil magic projected into
a ‘man by a hostile operator. They would place their
lips on the affected spot, and after incantations, would
produce the thing of evil in the form of a piece of

stone or charcoal. In one case noted by Mr. Boydell, at

Gresford, a blackfellow was under the belief that when
passing a grave the ghost of the man that had been
buried had magically thrown a pebble at him and he
considered that he was thereby marked for death. A
koradji, however, relicved his anxiety by sucking the
svot and producing ine pebble that was the cause of
the mischief. In anoiher instance a koradji extracted
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the pain from a boy’s foot which had been burned, and
it took the form of a piece of charcoal.

These medicine men also claimed to possess power-
ful influence over the weather, and could make rain,
create storms or bring on a drought. In the tribe g.t
Port Stephens the koradjis used to drive away the rain
by throwing fire sticks ir the air and at the same
time puffing and shouting. The tribesmen were greatly
afraid of blood falling into lakes or rivers lest great
storms should result and other evils be brought about,
not the .least of which would be the destruction of fish.
Among the Kamilaroi, if a black saw a whirlwind he
rushed into a tree and clung to it until the blast had
died away remembering “that blackfellows have bepn
carried up by them and never came back”. If a Grin-
gai were on a journey and it seemed as though night
would overtake him he would place a stone in the fork
of a tree believing that he would then be certain to fin-
ish the trip before darkness closed in. Like all others
of his tribe he had a fear of travelling in the dark.
The Yuin believed that the thunder was the voice of
Daramulum. The Gringa. had a great dread of thun-
der and believed it to be the demonstration of the
anger of some supernatural being rebuking them for
some impropriety. This Leing they knew as Coen.

GRAVES AND FUNERAL CUSTOMS

Death among most savage tribes is a matter of mys-
tery and associated always with the supernatural.
Among the Gringai it was believed that the 'ghost.of
a deceased took up its abode near the grave in which
the body was buried and was able to injure strangers
who incautiously ventured near it. The Bigambul be-~
lief was that people after death went to and fro, the
shadows of what they were in life. These glories they
called “matu”. .

Throughout the Gringai country Dr. McKinlay loqat—
ed many places where numbers of blacks were buried.
and saw interments at least after the year ';‘1880,
so that what he described was iprobably a continua-
tion of a very old custom. The dead were carried
from miles around to be huried in these places. Most
of the older hands in Ddungog can remember the old
aboriginal cemetery near Mr. William Ajbbott’s home

at Violet Hill and at the rear of the Rectory, and I

have very vivid recoilections of having heard many

old residents describe aboriginal burials there. Dr

McKinlay furnishes some very interesting notes in

this category.
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‘He describes that at Gresford when tue grave, which
was very neatly dug with the rudest implements, “was
considered to be of sufficient depth a man got into it
and tried it by lying down at full length. The body,
nicely tied up in bark, was carried to it by friends of
the deceased. Beiore being lowered into the grave
the medicine man, standing at the head, spoke to the
corps to find out who caused its death, and he received
answers from the other medicine men at the foot. All
the articles of the deceased were buried witk him, and
every black present contributed something to the col-
lection. All the things were placed at the dead man’s
head, and the grave was then filled in.

The following was the practice at Dungog, and re-
lates to the customs that the learned scientist and
medico noted about the year 1830. Venerable men,
and men of disinction were buried with much cere-
mony, but ordinary members of the tribe, and females,

. were disposed of in a perfunctory manner. The body

of a man belonging to a strong family and with a big

following would be buried in the manner that he thus ..

desciibes: The body was doubled up, heels to hips and
face to knees, and the arms folded. It was then
wrapped in sheets of ti-tree secured by cords of string-
bark fibre. A hole was dug in easy soil in a well
shaded locality, about twe-feet deep and circular. The

-'body was dropped-in sideways and after a stone hatchet
‘and a club were placed beside it the grave was filled

in and the ceremonies ended. . The grief displayed at
the funeral of a venerable.and honored man was un-
questionably great and genuine. The lamentation at
the grave and the chopping of heads and burning of
arms was something not easily to be forgotten. This

" .grief, though violent, was not of long duration, and by
,tl}g time the wounds were healed the sorrow ended.

;- At Port Stephens the body was neatly folded in bark
:and was placed in the grave at flood tide—never at the

ebb, lest the retiring water should bear the spirit of
the departed to some distant country. Before placing
the corpse in the grave two men held it on their shoul-
ders while a third struck the body lightly with a green
bough at the same time calling out the names of the
acquaintances of the deceased and others. The belief
was that when the name of the person that had caused
his death was spoken the body would shake and cause
the bearers to drop it, or to stagger. If the person
responsible were thus discovered the tribe would seek
revenge. ‘
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The doctor relates an interesting story of an old
couple that lost by death an only daughter of whom
they were very fond. After she died the parents built
their hut over her grave close to the shore of the har-
bor and lived there for many . months erying for her
every evening at sunset. They then removed their hut
a few yards away and remained in it until the grass
had completely covered the grave, whe:, aey left and
never visited the spot again.

1t seems probable from the information available
that the Gringai natives belonged to the Port Stephens
tribe, for there are indications to show that they held
the same belief that if the dead were not buried at
flood tide the ebb would carry the spirit away. This
is marked about Clarence Town, Seaham and Paterson,
and recorded by Mr Boydell All Dbelieved that the
spirit lingered at the grave for some time.

THE GREAT SPIRITS.

Information as to the tribes further north along the
coast is very fragmentary. Dr McKinlay, who appar-
ently was a great traveller in those eziiy Cays, wrote
of these almost unknown people in 1830 and said
«ihat they believed in evil spirits who disported them-
selves in the night, but also in a master spirit, in some
unknown habitat, who ruled their destinies.”” The in-
vestigator, however, was never able to learn from his
rude informants the name given to this mystic deity,
but they always indicated his whereabouts by pointing
to the sky. They were convinced na: this spirit
settled them in their country, apportioned their hunt-
ing grounds gave them their laws and instituted the
ceremony of ‘“‘bumbat,” or “pora.” To the anthropo-
logist it is clear that Dr McKinlay gathered as much
information from them as it was possible for them to
impart to one uninitiated into their ceremonies, or to
one not a “bumbat,” their name for those that had
peen through the ceremonies. The Dblacks of Port
Stephens, being of the same great tribal community as
those at Dungog, Lelieved in an ev. being “Coen,”
who could take the form of birds, and possibly of ani-
mals. Any mysterious noise at night was attributed
to “Coen,” and they never moved after dark without a
fire-stick to keep him off.

In this connection it is worth noting what Dawson
says of “Coen” when writing of his visit to Port Ste-
phens prior to 1830. He says: “They (the blacks) are
afraid of “Coen,” an evil spirit- of the woods, which
they say “erammer’” (steals) blackfellows when
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‘“‘nangry’’ (asleep) in bugh.” Speaking o

storm he says: ““I could, howeveI;, lear%x nfoéxhiglgm;ggél
them except that it was ‘‘coen’ who vras very angry
a}ld was come to frighten them, but the origin or mo-’
tives .of ‘“‘coen’ I could not now, more than on former
occasions, get any other explanation than that he was
;g fg;ﬁez:ltl?lacl:feélow and an evil spirit who delighted

ing and carrying 3
dot opportunigties.” arrying them away when he could

I (the writer) remembering questioning * ”
the last of Gringai tribe, on this subject tgget}flxe‘;ng:{t,h
the latp Mr John Robson, some sixteen years ago, and
accorqlng to my notes made at the time coen wés re-
sponsible for ‘the storms, floods, droughts and fires
and. had carried off many blackfellows for offences,
against tribal laws. Mr Robson, who had an extensive
knowledge of aboriginal ‘lore extracted a story from
the old fellgw relating to the carrying off of a lubra
".vho had Sl?led on the secret bora ceremonies. Accord-
ing to our informant, who declared that he was an eye-
w1tne_ss of the occurrence, the gin was walking near
the rlver‘when coen came in a crash of thunder and a
flash of lightning, hurled the branches of trees over
hgr and then carried her off. It is not unlikely that
tﬂe unfortunate gin was killed by the limbks of a tree
f‘];xrtaggd’”been struck with lightning, ror according to
a’fterwayrdsflone of the tribe ever went near the spot

Some il{rther light is thrown on coen by what Threl-
keld says in his work on the language spoken at Lake
Macqualee. He says: “Koin (coen) is an imaginary
male being who has now, and has always had, the ap-
pearance of a black; he resides in thick bushes or
Jungles, and he is seen occasionally by day, but mostly
at nlgh.t. In general he precedes the coming of natives
from_dlstant parts, when they assemble to celebrate
certain o_f their ceremonies, such as the knocking out
pf teeth in the mystic ring, or when they are perform-
ing some dance. He appears painted with pipeclay and
carries a fire-stick in his hand; but gene<raily it is the
doctors (a kind of magician) who alone perceive him
and to .Whom he says ‘Fear not come and talk.’ At’
other times he comes wher the blacks are aslee'p and
takes them up, as an eagle his prey, and carries them
away for a time. The shouts of the surrounding party
often makes him drop his burden; otherwise he con-
veys the.m to his fireplace in the bush, where he de-
posits his load close to the- fire. The person ecarried
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off tries to cry out, but cannot, feeling almost choked;
at daylight Koin disappears, and the black finds him-
self conveyed safely to his own fireside.”

This appears to indicate that Koin is identical with
the Coen of the Gringai, and the Baiame or Duramulan
of other tribes along the coast, for he holds the place
in the ceremonies which the latter has in the other
tribes of the south. Old men of the Yuin tribe have
stated that their ceremonies, almost rimilar in form,
extended right up to Newcastle—that is to Awabakal,
or Lake Macquarie blacks,

WILD BLACKS.

Along that extensive stretch of coast between the
Port Stephens blacks and those known as the Chepra
tribe, somewhere about the vicinity of Port Macquarie,
early anthropologists had little opportunity of pursuing
complete investigations. As a matter of fact when
Dawson and Dr McKinlay were prosecuting their re-
searches they applied the name Chepra to all those
aborigines inhabiting the coastal areas north of the
Stroud district. The savage characteristics of these
tribesmen deterred explorers and settlers in those
early days, and grim expeditions of extermination were
frequently conducted from the settled districts against
the uncivilised natives. The story of the big massacre
on the Manning watershed was receutly reprinted at
length in the ‘‘Chronicle,” the facts having been gar-
nered by that industrious historian, Mr F. A, Fitz-
patrick, of the Wingham ‘‘Chronicle.”

In my possession I have some old records of the A.
A. Company at Carrington, and of the late Captain
Thomas Cook, of Auchentorlie, Dungog, that throw an
interesting light on the condition of the country in the
early twenties. As some of these records relate to the
magisterial work of Capt. Cook, who was commandant
of the whole of the country north of Newcastle at that
period, it is interesting to piece together, from the frag-
mentary reports and documents, the stories of some of
the wandering tribes of blacks that occasionally swoop-
ed down on the settled districts. One statement, re-
corded in the stilted handwriting of Capt. Cook him-
self, describes how a band of blacks stole a child, the
daughter of a Mrs Easterbrook, whose husband was a
clerk of the A. A. Company at Stroud. They disappear-
ed in a northerly direction but were pursued by a party
of armed soldiers and assigned servants and overtaken
some twenty miles away. Eleven blacks were killed
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and the child recovered. Writing his official r

the matter Capt. Cook said: “T%le native bllggli::tacx)‘g
very savage in this locality and it is-necessary that we
sh.ould all carry arms when travelling. In company
with the clerk of the peace, Mr Duncan F. Mackay, I
gii If)lolestgdstonlydlast week by wild blacks betweén

g0g an roud and disch
eral who threw spears at us‘”arged Ty muske at sev-

In passing I might mention that I have gev -
ers, dated 1829, written by this early day mglgétﬁttte
_to the Colonial Secretary, the Hon. E. Deas Thompson
in one of which he states ““It is an arduous task thaé
Mr Mackay and myself are called upon to perform
each month, to wit, to walk to Stroud from Dungog for
the purpose of administering justice, and as the way is
beset with wild blacks, who frequently molest and
threaten us, I have the honor to apply for the use of
two sagdle horses from His Majesty’s stores at Parra-
mgtta. .By a lucky chance I learned the outcoms: of
this application from a letter written by Mr Mackay
ieveral months later. That first C.P.S. at Dungog said:

On.bel{alf of Capt. Cook I respectfully withdraw thé
ap.phcat:lon for the services of two saddle horses from
His Majesty’s stores. We are both greatly indebted to
the courtesy of the officers -of the Australian Agricul-
;g;aén(;%?lga:ly forfthe use of two mules on which we

ed to perform i iti
Etory o comI;ort.” the journey with expedition,

Reyerting to these wild blacks, the Chepras, Dr
MgKmla.y records that they believed in supernatural
beings whom they called Maamba. These spirits were
supposed to dwell in the bodies of the medicine men,.
or the ““boogerum’ as they designated them, and raised
them to frenzy when the ceremonies were being per-
formed.

INITIATION CEREMONIES.

Perhaps the most important occasion in the life of a
blackfellow was the initiation, or “bora’” ceremonies.
By means of weird rituals and weirder ceremonies he
was told of the laws of his tribe and received a know-
lefige of the mysteries of life from the elders of the
tribe. Certain painful operations were tfrequently per-
formed on his body, he fasted, he went through strange
performances and chanted stranger songs, and—was
made a man. It is a noteworthy fact that throughout
the wpole of the continent the “bora” ceremony is the
most important feature in the life of every tribe.
speech, habits, marriage, customs. totems, may differ,
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but the cssentials of the “‘bora” ceremonies are alike
among the blacks of the Barcklay Tablelands, in the
centre of Australia and the Gringais that a century
ago lived and hunted in the hills and gullies around
Dungog.
1 have frequently heard many of the old hands about
Dungog assert that they had been witnesses of the
initiation ceremonies in Burnt Gully, Deaind the hos-
pital, but I seriously doubt their statements. It is
quite true that the blacks of the valley, ana from the
Gresford side, were in the habit of foregathering there
on important occasions to hold corroborees, and these
pageants were undoubtedly witnessed by many of the
residents of the town in those days. in fact léss than
fifty years ago corroborees were held there, as can be
borne out by numbers of townfolk who were boys and
girls that period of time since. In regard to the ‘‘bora”
ceremonies, however, I questioned “Brandy’” on this
matter very carefully many ears ago, and having some
knowledge of aboriginal customs in other -districts I
was able to speak to him with a certain amount of au-
thority on the subject. From this last relic of a tribe
I gathered that the actual ceremonies were always per-
formed at the back of what is now the town common,
several miles from Burnt Gulley. In support of my
surmise that these old hands never witnessed the whole
of the ceremonies, there 1is mno trace of a ‘“‘bora” ring
anvwhere in the near vicinity of the town nor any
carved trees. These rings, several of which I have in-
spected in different parts of the western districts, are
well defined and resemble those made by a small circus
inside its tent. There are numbers still to be seen all
over Australia that must date back to the early part
of the last century, and rain and time have mnever
effaced them. It is clear enough, therefore, that if the
ceremonies were actually practiced as close to Dungog
as the old settlers aver traces of these rings would still
be visible. No one to my knowledge, has ever seen one
close to the town. I might say that in all aboriginal
tribes, circumecision is practiced, and in many instances
sub-incision. Other mutilations are sometimes record-
ed, but the more general is scarring of the head, arms
and torso.
A GRESFCRD “BORA.”

The following particulars relate to that portion of
the Gringai tribe in the Qresford distriet and nearer
to the Hunter, and were recorded by the Iate Mr Boy-
dell. Describing the procedure of initiation he wrote:
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“A ]arge_ assemblage is called together to celebrate the
ceremonies. The boy to be made a man is painted red
all over and is taken to the centre of an earthen ring
wfhere he si*s facing the track that leads to another
ring about a quarter of a mile distant. The women
with their faces covered, lie around the large ringt
An o}d man steps up to where the boy is sitting, and
blowmg in his face, bends down. Two other old men
take him by the arms and lead him to the other ring
where he sits down, all the time keeping his head bent
and loolging at the ground. The women now rise up
and having sung and danced, go away to another camp
apd take no part in the ceremonies until their termina-
tion. The trees that grow near to both of the circles
have been carved and the boy is taken to each of them.
He looks at them for a moment, when the old men give
a great shout. He is then taken away to a place some

- miles distant, still keeping his face to the ground,

even when eating. Here a large camp 13 made and the
boy learns dances and songs, and is for the first time
allowgd to.look up to see what is going on. He is kept-
here_m tlll§ manner for about ten days, being placed
by himself in lonely and secluded places, while at night
the men make hideous noises at which he must not
shpw Jthe least sign of fear on pain of death. After
this time they take the boy to a large waterhole where
th('ey wash off the red paint and on coming out he is
painted White: When the men return to camp the
women are lying down by a large fire with their faces
covered. The old men who took the Doy away bring
him- back at a run towards the fire, the other nmien fol-
lowing, 9lattering their boomerangs, but not speaking
or shouting. The men form a ring around the fire, and
old an runs round inside the ring bea:ing a shield
(heilaman). At this signal the boy’s mother, or some
other mean, comes out of the company of the women
and taking the boy under the arm lifts him up, rubs
her h::md.s over him and then goes away. The fire has
py th1§ time burned down to red coals and the men

1nc1ud1qg the. novice, extinguish them by jumping on’
them with their feet. The boy now camps in sight of
where th_e women are and is allowed to eat food whieh
was forbidden to him, such as kangaroo, snake, etc

The bull-roarer is called by the Griugai “torikétti "
and is used in these ceremonies. The young man 7is
?i%';a a;}‘lowed to marry until three years atter the initia-

OTHER BORA CUSTOMS.
Concerning the blacks in the Port Stephens district,
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Howitt provides some interesting tacts." In this’ locallllty
the blacks, when making 2a “bumbat,. . that is, when
initiating a boy, remove a tooth. This is done' byt (:lﬁe
of the old men placing his b'ottom tooth agains e
boy’s upper tooth and by giving a §udden jerk- !snaxlyp-
ing off the “pumbat’s’’ tooth. This practice is also
common among many tribes and was observed among
the coastal blacks to the north of Stroud a.nd'Dungog(i
The reason thereof, however, has never been discovere
i igators. .
b’y%ﬁgels)glgl?roarers, or ‘“torikotti,” pla.ye'd a somewhag
" jmportant part in the ceremonies of initiation, ane
were supposed to represent the voice Qf Coen, oti' SOII)!:) ‘
other potent spirit who influenced the liveg of tfeha o
riginals. They were made frox'n a flat piece o taifed
wood; from twelve to eighteen inches long, and n(t) (:h e
at the side and frequently carved. T]_1ey were.at ache
to a piece of fibre and on being Whlr_led rapidly g_aw_lte
out a roaring drone that was “the voice of ‘the slllnrln.
They were particularly sacred, and were never s ovgd
by the owners to anyone. 1f a woman heard the sg};l nd
of the bull-roarer it was suppos.ed to mean dea >
her. Among the Gringai, as Wlth.other tribes, an e_x_
traordinary mystery attached to pieces 0:1“ quartzu (nygr
tal. They are possessed only by the korad]ls,i or
medicine men and were sup_posed to hqve come _n't
their possession through the instrumentality of af sll'millt:
Sometimes the spirit dropped thegn by means o &gth
ning into a poo!, or on top og a }111_1, and informe 18
“gkoradji’ of the fact. Atan 1mt_1at10n ceremony one 1;
presented to a ““Lumbat,”’ or novice, apd it is wrappe
up with the greazest - solemnity, caution and secrecg',
and concealed ia his belt. If a woman saw onell y
chance her brains were knockgd out with a xéu a.
Women, therefore, were always in great Qread of see-
ing one of them. 7
' A PORT STEPHENS “BUMBAT.” .

interesting description is furnished _by Dr McK.m-
lay“}l:vvh; writing in 1830 to a Sydney trle_m'dnexplams
that he accidentally - came across an initiation cerg;
mony when proceeding through the bush. He was ne_
discovered for some time, and as l}e had been an ege-
witness of the proceedings, and cla_lmgd to know so -
thing of the customs in othe}' districts he was per
mhitted to remain during certain parts of the eel"lemtozng.
He writes: “A number of bla.clgs were campe a.h. lf?
foot of a hill, the camp being in the form othz;, h a A
circle, round an oval, cleared space, about thirty o
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forty feet in area. The edges of the-space were raised
about nine inches. This cleared space was connected
with the top of a hill, and another cleared space by a
narrow path. The women were not allowed to go up
this path or to approach the top of the hill at all.
When going to the creek for water they were careful
to look some other way. On more than one occasion
when riding past the camp I heard most extraordinary
noises proceeding from the top of the hill, a kind of
hellowing or booming sound, continuing for a long
time, then sinking away at times, and then swelling
out as loud as ever. The blacks would not tell me
what it meant, so I determined to see for myself. I
therefore rode carefully round the hill, and up the
other side from the camp. I found that a conical fire
was burning in the centre of a cleared space, similar to
the one at the foot of the hill. Round this fire radiat-
ing from it like the spokes of a wheel, and painted like
skeletons were a number of naked blacks on their
faces. Within the cleared space, and on one side of it,
was a rough figure painted red, made of wood, formed
by a stake driven in the ground with a cross piece for
ams and the top dressed up ' with grass and bark, in
the style used by the blacks when prepared for hunting.
The blacks were so absorbed in what they were doing
that T sat-some time unobserved. When they did see
me, they seemed much annoyed. One of our own
blacks came to me and said that he did not mind, be-
cause I was ‘Gimba,’ but the up-country blacks would
not go on with the ceremony while I remained. I then
rode away, but in a few days after he told me that I
could see the great finishing ceremony. I rode to the
camp at the foot of the hill and saw a large fire burn-
ing in the centre of the wide, cleared space. The boom-
ing noise from the top of the hill was also going on,

and grew louder and louder and at last was succeeded

by great shouts and- yells. Then about two hundred

painted blackfellows appeared over the hrow of the

hill.' They were all armed with boomerangs, shields,

and spears, which.they clashed together in time as they

ran. They were in two divisions, and kept crossing
and recrossing the path, interlacing as they met at 2

run, while descending the hill, and yelling at the top of

their voices. The effect was very startling, especially
to my horse, which took fright. Arriving at the foot
of the hill they threw their weapons on the ground.
and springing on to the clear space, danced on the fire
with their bare feet till it was extinguished, all the
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time bearing up amongst them the youths who.were:

being made ‘bumbat.’

" “Phis part of the ceremony being over, the Port

Siephens blacks accompanied by the ‘bumbats’ ran up

“*- theitrée§ like monkeys and breaking off small branches
‘thréw:them down on - the ground, where they were"

L*eag‘erly scrambled for by the women who put them in
theiritets. - The up-country blacks took no part in the
branch-breaking, and one of them told me that they
never did that sort of thing in his part of the country.
This concluded the first part of the ceremony, and the
- women were not allowed -to see the next part. They

were inade to‘lie down, and + were covered with blan-.

- kets ‘@nd bark; and a blackfellow -wds placed over them
as a guard, waddy in hand. At " this stage of the pro-
ceedings some-of .the up-country blacks objected to my
bemg present with a gun,- for I had a small one ‘with

One oi our nlacks asked m to” n‘re 1t .up, and 1t

Dr Mc 2d,
Dungog, had: ample opportumty for: close' mvestxgatmn
of the habits and customs of the Gringai-tribe; and al-
though-the’ 1nforma.t10n that he gathered mdmates that

his;rude informants withheld .much. -oF wnat was im- v

portant his observatlons betokened a shrewd andisym-

pathetic Judgment "He describes -what he saw and’
.. ascertained abput the ceremonies in - -an mterestmg; ’
- note, and writés as follows: ‘“The juvenile males of this

(the Dungog) tribe were, from the age of about twelve

to- elghteen allowed to accompany- their parents and -

friends in hunting excursions, and assisted in the'inci-
: dental fagging mnecessary about ‘the -camps. In the
.zcourse of time they were, therefore, thoroughly disci-
". plined and-preperly trained. When théy are consider-

::ued ready to be made:.full members - of-the tribe the

elders hold a convention :and-:decide-"on a ‘bumbat’
_being. held, generally -when- there - are three or four
youths to:be:initiated.

. “Messengers.are despatched to summon trlbes from
far and near, and on their return-full preparations are
made for. the celebration, a. place being:selected and a
day appointed... As part of the ceremonies, the aspir-
_ants undergo the ordeal . of having -an upper front
- tooth either hitten. off . or knocked out with a stick
- prepared for the occasion. It.i8 said that the youth’s
. mother is custodian of the tooth . and takes great care
_of it. As everything relating to these ceremonies. is
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kept very secret this is only heresay. White men are
not allowed to be present at this great ceremony, but
by bribing one of the leading men I was permitted to
be present at a part of the performance on condition-
that I did not come so0 near the company as to annoy
the assembled tribes. On the eventful morning I went
to the place indicated where I found about two hundred
of the tribesmen differently, but tastefully, painted in
red, white, and yellow, and armed to the teeth. They
were in groups here and there in a little valley. On
riding about I noticed a large gum-tree deeply carved
with hieroglyphics, which I was informed was a record
for future generations that a bumbat had been celebra-
ted in that locality. A circle of eighty to ninety feet in
diameter was dug, or scratched, on a level piece of
ground, leaving a space of four or five feet undisturb-
ed to enter the circle by. In the centre of this circle
there was a fire of moderate dimensions and attended
to by one of the men. Shortly there was a stir when

a detachment entered the circle, and with dancing,

velling, and gesticulations, and brandishings of arms at
int:rvals, all made a rush to the fire, yelling, and

jumping on it until extinguished, when they retired.

The spot where the fire had been being now cool; the

embers and ashes were levelled anc boughs were

brought and disposed of in the middle of the circle.

Then two men proceeded to the camp of the females,

two or threer hundred yards’ distant, and marched

them and the children with their heads prone tc the

circle,, where they were made to lie down and be

covered up with boughs, rugs, bark, and whatever was

at hand. This being done, the whole force of the as-

sembled tribes came up, running, shouting, and strik-

ing their shields with their clubs, and using a roarer

which produced the most fearful and unnatural sounds.

A sort of warlike pantomime was then enacted and the

women and children closely covered up, were frighten-

ed out of their wits, and cried out lustily. Suddenly

the fearful noises ceased, and all the men rushed out

of the ring, and seem to be engaged in a most fearful

fight, spears and bodmerangs flying about in hun-

dreds. This, I was told, was the end, but to m. it now

seems clear that it was the beginning of the ceremon-

ies, being the time when the contingents have arrived,

and before the final part when the boys who are initia-

ted are taken from their mothers. However, it did

not tally with what I had seen elsewhere, or had been

told by natives whose confidence I had won.”
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It is difficult at this late date to secure positive in-
formation concerning the ceremonies in their various
stages. From what has been observed in other parts
of Australia, particularly by Sir Baldwin Spencer and
his co-adjutor, Mr Gillen, it 1is certain that the more
important and secret parts of the ‘“bumbat’ were never
witnessed by either Dr McKinlay, or the others that
have written concerning the Gringai or the Port
Stephens natives. Mr Scott, who was also an observer
in those early days, more particularly of the Maitland
blacks, states definitely that he learnea rrom native
informants that there were secret ceremonies concern-
ing which it was unlawful to speak to an uninitiated
person. These, he asserts, were of such a character
that a blackfellow would mnot reveal tnem to an out-
sider. This is readily understood by the latter day
student who has read Spencer anc Gillen, Langloh-
Parker, Howitt, Lang, Waitz, Matthews and others
and has gained some idea of the sexual license that
prevailed during these ceremonies. The circumeision
ceremony was undouhbtedlv a part ot the ritual of the
Gringai, and I have had this confirmed by “Brandy,”
and by many of the old settlers on the river who wcre
more than ordinarily ohservant in the earlv dayvs when
the natives were plentiful in and around Dungog.

MESSENGERS.

The carrying of messages from one tribe to another
in the early davs was an important matter for the abo-
riginals. This was done particularly when the tribes
were being summoned to a bumbat, and in different
districts different methods were observed. The prac-
tice of the Kamilaroi tribes may be taken as that of
the tribes that lived nearest to Maitland some seventy
or eighty years ago. In each clan there was one man
who was a herald and had an official designation. He
was well known in all the adjoining tribes and could
go with safety between them, even when they were at
war. When sent as an envoy to the enemies’ camp he
might have to wait for a night to bring back a mes-
sage from them. While there he made a camp by him-
self a little distance from their encampment. These
heralds, being well known, did not need to carry any
badge or emblem of office, but if a black were employed
as a white man’s messenger, the message was written
on a piece of paper which was fastened in the end of a
split stick. Carrying this before him he might pass
safely through the enemy’s country because he was
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seen to be the white man’s messenger, and if any harm
were done him the tribe of the white man would be
angry.

With the Gringai, wrote Mr Boydell, a messenger
could pass in safety from one tribe to another. A red-
colored net was worn round the forehead if the mes-
senger were on an errand to summon the tribes to-
gether for a bumbat, or for any other great occasion
such as a council of war. It was customary for a mes-
senger, when within sound of the camp that was his
destination to give a particular coo-ee. Immediately
this is heard the whole tribe gathered together to hear
what he had to say, but not a word was spoken to him
until he thought it proper to deliver his message.

.Sometimes, for the sake of effect probably, the herald

would sit silent for hours. When, however, he unbur-
dened his mind his eloguence was wonderful and he
was listened to with the greatest attention. No mes-
sage sticks were used in this tribe.

OTHER CUSTOMS.

The manner in which the Gringai commuaicated
their movements to following friends was noteworthy.
Dr McKinlay relates an interesting anecdote in this
connection that is worth repeating. He wished to see
some blacks that had been camped near where Brook-
field is now, but when he reached their settlement he
found it deserted. His black boy said that he would see
where they had gone, and going to the camp showed a
spear stuck in the ashes of the fire with a corn cob tied
on the point. The spear was leaning in a certain di-
rection, and the boy explained that they had gone to a
place in the direction the spear pointed in order to
pick corn, but they would be back snortly. This
proved to be the case.

Speakiung of the Port Stephens aborigines, Mr R.
Dawscn describes a meeting with some strange blacks.
He told those that were with him, ‘‘to make the sign
of peace with them which they did by waving the right
hand over the head and then pointing to the ground.
No return was made to this, and on repeating the sign
an answer was returned in a loud and as it seemed
menacing tone. The natives of each party harrangued
each other in turns, and then the strange blacks placed
their spears against a tree and gave an invitation to
join them.” This account is very characteristic of
similar meetings observed by anthropologists in the
Cooper’s Creek country.
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Personal adornment among the natives of the Dun-
gog and Port Stephens districts was not spoken of
much by the early investigators. The attire, so it is
noted, usually consisted of a kangaroo skin tied round
the middle with a belt of fibre or sinews. Charms
were worn round the neck and consisted of shells,
seeds, pieces of quartz, etc. When it became the cus-
tom to carry blankets they usually pinned them across
their chests with a bone nose-peg. When not in use
for this purpose the peg was kept in the cartilage of the
nostrils which were pierced for the purpose.

A curious practice obtained among these tribes, that
of flattening the children’s nose by the mother to im-
prove its appearance. This was usually done immedi-
ately after birth by the mother or some of the old
women of the tribe, and as the practice is common
among blacks in all parts of the continent it car be ac-
cepted that this marked feature of the aboriginal
physiognomy is thought to be beautiful.

Along tho coast, and particulariv. about Port
Siephens it was the custom of the females to have one
of their littie fingers amputated. Mr Rohert Dawson
srates that a mother amputates the little finger of the
right hand of one of her female children as soon as it
is born in token of its -appointment to the office of
fisherwoman to the family. Other observers speak of
the practice as being general, but supply no reasons
One may, therefore safely accept Mr Dawson’s state-
ment as being correct, and that the mutilation has a
special significance.

In regard to the food supply of a camp, Dr McKinlay
states that the aborigines lived well and happily about
Dungog. In the early dayvs of the settlement they had
not come into very close contact with civilisation and
he speaks of them as refusing to eat bread when it was
offered to them. They lived for the most part, he
says, on opossums, kangarcos, wallabies, birds and
fish. The chase was a big part of the lives of the
males, and strange to relate the spoils were usually
divided equally among the various members of the
tribe. The meat was cooked in the most primitive
fashion. A 'possum or kangaroo would be placed on
top of a glowing fire and when half cooked one of the
older men would remove it and proceed to dismember
it. The flesh was never more than half roasted—indeed
it was sometimes almost raw. The men tock their
share first and the women and children made a meal of
what was left. Birds and fish, however, were cooked
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by_ being plastered with mud and placed amid hot coals
or in-a hole packed with heated stones. In this way
they were- deliciously cooked, and indeed the-doctor re-
ates that he frequently dealt with his own game and
fish in this manner.- - - CE e

Much, no doubt, could: be added to,the foregoing
that would be of more than  passing interest to resi-
dents of this district, such’as stories of the aborigines
as they were known to those still alive who spent their
childhood more than half a century ago on the banks
of the Williams River. LIany of these tales and anec-
giotes have been collected by me at various times, and
it is my purpose to.publish - them at some later date.
I have therefore not included :anything of what;ﬁlight

. be termed meodern history in my articles, it being my

desire to record.such facts regarding the blacks as were

. observed when they were unused to the ways of white

men, and were.still imbued .with; the beliets and-were

.still following the traditions and:customs or their fore-
. fathers. There is none left now of_the populous tribe-
... that once inhabited.the -district,-and-the sole surviving
.. relic, poor, unfortunate. Brandy” -passed to:the care of
. the great spirit, Coen, - more fthan: fifteen years ago.

hese few facts, therefore, may;serve .tv enlighten the

" present inhabitants ag to?- what. were.the conditions

when the clank of the leg-iron and the ring of .the sett--
lng’_s_.- axe was- first heard--among. the -wooded hills of
picturesque -Dungog.- s s .
- In-the next succeeding. 'chapter; * déaling- with the
aboriginalg of thre!Dungog, Gresford . aud. Stroud dis-

s

+ triets. I propose‘to set-down .a ' few: facts that I have

gathered ‘from ceftain ‘officidl souress regarding inci-
«dents. that occurred in " the’: early vdays in connection

‘with their relations with the-first®white settlers. The
- narrative will necessarily bedisjoitited, but will, I be-

lieve, .contain sufficient of interest to warrant its pub~

Jlication.. I may state that much’ of my material has

been: gleaned from the redords of the Mitche:l Library,:

-and:from a few documents.that I'have come across in
« «other guarters.” No doubt:throughout tne Dungog and
. Stroud districts an assiduous collector wouid find more

aofficial papers that wouldi throw :a:good deal of light
on these first days of .settlement in.the north, but I will
leave it to him to continue my investigations.

One of the earliest records of a ‘conflict between the
natives and white settlers occurs “in 1833 when John
Bear, who had 640-acres on the Upper Williams River,
complained to the -bench::of magistrates at Dungog
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that an aboriginal named -Mully had assaulted one of-
his assigned servants with a spear and stole half a bag,
of flour. Bear’'s property is described as being bounded
on the west by Windeyer’s grant, and on the south by
Thompson’s grant, and would I suppose, be somewhere
about where Bendolba is now. The result of the case
shows that the black-fellow had serious provocation,
as the assigned servant had carried off his gin by force,
and that stern, but just, magistrate, Thomas Cook,
dismissed the charge against Mully and sent the con-
vict to the treadmills at Parramatta for a month.

It was about this time that Thomas Hanna opened a
store at Dungog and was also appointed as postmaster
at a salary of £12 per annum. I might state that in the
early thirties it cost 1/6 to post a letter from the Wil-
liams to Sydney. and Capt. Cook, in one of his letters
to the Colonial-Secretary, Mr Macleay, points out that
the charge was altogether insufficient. The mails
were dispatched by horseback to Green Hiiuls (Mor-
peth) and conveyed thence by ' sloop to Svdnev, the
trip taking over a week. There was a regular service.
however, and. it was a busy mail day in Dungog every
six weeks. Harking back to Hanna’s store, the com-
modities therein, aithough probably of limited: quantity
and range, proved a source of attraction to the blacks
and a raid was made on the premises during the dark-
ness of a July night in 1833, Entrance to the premises
was effected by the simple process of lifting the roof
off, which, heing of bark, offered no serious obstacle
to the marauders. They got away with several bags of
flour, a musket. two axes, and a number of blankets
and bholts of winsey. A hue and cry was raised next
day and two constables succeeded in effecting the
arrest of Billy Foster, Cocky and Tommy’s Martha.
They were brought for trial but managed to escape
from the lock-up and were never seen afterwards. A
reward of £2 was offered by the authorities for their
apprehension, but I can find no record of its ever hav-
ing been claimed. Probably they went nortk among
the wild blac¥s on the Manning, or joined another
wandering tribe of the Gringais around Gresford.

In 1839, the distribution of blankets to the abo-
riginals was in full swing, and on April 17th of that
vear Capt. Cook addressed the Colonial Storekeeper at
Sydney with a request that the regular supply should
be forwarded at once. He says ‘‘the blacks are be-
ginning to inquire seriously about them, and if they
are not vet sent off please let the 200 for Port
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Stephens be shipped ty the A, A, Company’s schooner,
‘Lacsingion,” aud the nriy ror Dungog by the sieainer
Maitland for Ciarence Town on the first Saturday of .
nexc month.” o
1N regaid po the mail gervices between Dungog and
Sydney, wnich at this ume were Cousideranty. iuproved
Owiug L0 siearn pacKeis being employed pe.ween Gleen
Hiis aid the meiropoils, a ietier wiitten by Lapt.
Cuok, on Dee. 4tn, 1539, is worth recoraing. He ad-
diessed himself to the lion. E. Deag ‘Lnouipson, and
said: "“As the postmai runuing beiween Raymunc; Ter-
race aud this piace (Puxgog; twice a weeg must ieave
a mail at Ciaceuce 'own each trip up and cown, and to
caich a fo:d orien impassabie al fiood tide, aua where
he nas fregueutiy beeu moiested by wild biacks, I do
myseif the nouour respectiuily to suggest that Lhé puht
now plymg on the Lower Williams, it not bemng neces-
Lary as herecotore, be 1emoved to Clarence ‘Lown tor
the benefit of the public atl that quarter. This wouid
confer a real benefit o all in the district seeing that a
b.ush ?arrla.ge could be then formed without much
diziiculty or expense to Carry passengers or .goods. gi-
£ect trom the mountaing north of Dungog to Raymond
Ter:ace, affording a resting place every sixteen miles,
D‘ungo_g keing that distance from the Underbank Esi
tate. It would also lessen the danger from the blacks
who are at times, very menacing.” The Capiain’s let:
ter was tangled in the ted-tape that existed in even
those days, for it is subsequently recorded that his re-
quest was refused owing tc the fact that the regula-
tions would not permit ihe punt to be removed.b
. In January 1840 the aboriginals went through a bad
tlme,.and the records indicate that their natural food
supplies were becoming extmect. Capt. Cook applied to
the Colonial Storekeeper for a grant of flour to be dis-
tributed among the natives, and when asked if ar-
rangements could not be made to secure sufficient
lopally he stated in reply that there was but one flour
mill and one threshing mill in the district, besides one
ﬂou!; mill and two thicshing mills on the Australian
Agricultural Company’s estate at Stroud. He points
out, however, that these mills were for private use only
and supplies could not be drawn from them for the
aboriginals. That he had a s0ft spot in his heart for
the rude natives is evidenced by his voluminous cor-
respondence on the subject, and the pertinacity with
which he assailed the authorities in Sydney until the
required relief was furnished.
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In August of that year Capt. ng(liiovg;’;zl?stgglﬁ;_

e Hon. E. Deas thompson: -~ - g : -

E)?l; kto reiurn a list of the aborlgma.l nam}res‘ gx;% rsx?oa;fs
ed in the muimfticence of Hus luxceliency mg 1 gttem.ion
present of piaukets and 0 sta(t}e; rfga:h eeverles(lziqplent. on
< paid to character in seleclns ‘ at
V];(a: t I;T.ephens. one hundred more iclankets could hav

he bi in that part of the
been weil bestowed. ihe biacks in Pldispused-"

colony are numerous and are axmasgt all wel
[ i unforiunately, is missing. ) .
Tl‘lgh;ftt& after this there was a };nt?vet to tﬁoﬁ:g,v gsl
‘ Wit i of blankels to .
restrict, the dastiibution O S 2 e Cook
iv to an omicial letier from Sy ey_, L . "
glrét?'lyl do myself tne honour to ackuowledge r;,ceiﬁ‘f
of your letter of Sept. 11th, 1»3‘4& .raegz)t;y;ntgl ; e 1
= distribution of biankets to & 10 atives
g;llzor; Stephens and Dungog msfuxts&iasltﬁ 01? lﬁfsnﬁ?;-
i res his part O e d ,
ing those present to thi D : o S The
’ 11 be strictly obey )
cellency’s commands sha ey e quiet
:n this quarter are generaily hones d ,
k;}lfdc li'fs' ;.lr'iey 1do qa.t any time purloin pouitry c;rr;f pl;cgd;;ig
‘ s, it i or their own coimlor
from the settlers, it 1s not fgr : . ta
s ; the white tellows on
use that they do so bul to please tl e B ns.
distant stations who cohabit wi I
E?I?ty blankets could he issued he(x'?il éj?t'ai rgf,xgl I;?;J.l{:lé
i S, ce] | itio
and deserving blacks, making an a : y Lo
d on us. I therefor
the former complement bestowed refore
a8 omes TOUIN
hope that when the season again con
G?)E\)fernor will kindly order that quantity to be sent
heﬁ‘ November, 1840, the whole district wBa,sO;ri{ geiséagi
: ] owing to the appearance in LI i £
?‘; ttt)l;,rrﬁimlofo mo%nted and armed bushrangers'. ‘%I(ie
cording to the official records they StuCkb"::p e
Union Hotel, and Mr. Ck}ag;man(’is,ﬂ?otmvzﬁga;'&h c?;ities.
extra troopers were requisi joned fre e
i 5 the matter in one ol nis
Capt. Cook, referring ‘ta ath : otters
ial y ns that he arme
to the ‘Colonial Secreiary, explal ¢ rmed e
igi i ith muavkets, he having 1nsir
aboriginal natives with muas , e e atorTie.
in the use of firearms at': I}Ls es , Al
%lr?findrtunately for the (Captain’s ‘gogd opgﬁuon gﬁ ;:;13
blacks these two had no SOOnertOb'ta‘lr]ﬁ% \ b?l sigll;angers
iti ade off to joi
ammunition than they made off e N eks Inter.
ere not recaptured until sever: ‘
?111% Vgesgri:ption of the capture indicates “{.{I;%;y tlk;ﬁ
natives profited little by their course of mus ety ed
struction at the Captain’s home for they ege raed
as having fired thirty shots at the constables an
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flicted no injury to anyone. Their punishment for the
escapade also throws an interesting sidelight on the
character of the remarkable man that administered
the laws in those troublous days. Reporting officially
on the matter Capt. Cook stated that “these rude, un-
tutored savages are no more deserving of blame than I
am myself, and I therefore admonished them both
severely and informed them that they would be de-
prived of participation in the future distribution of
blankets. It was unwise on my part to give lethal
weapons into their hands and the temptation of their
possession was too great for the aboriginal mind, I
trust that my leniency will meet with the approval and
clemency of His Excellency.” This is one of the most
remarkable expositions of justice tempered with mercy
that I have ever encountered, and it speaks volumes

for the kindly spirit of this disciplinarian of the old
regime.

In February, 1841, the blacks experienced another
time of famine and official response to requisitions for
supplies was so slow that Capt. Cook took it upon him-
self to direct Mr Abbott, chief constable, to arrange
for supplies to be given to the most destitute. When
the modest account for the provisions was submitted
the auditor-general, Mr William Lithgow, called the
Captain to task for the wunauthorised expenditure.
The reply disclosed that twenty-nine blacks had been
fed for three weeks for the sum of £1 11s 4d, whereas
only ten shillings had been allotted for the purpose.
Captain Cook states that the amount charged “is
trifling for such seasonable supplies to our sable guar-
dians,” and he eventually carried his point.

The blanket distribution still troubled the gallant
Captain in April, 1841, for I find that he writes as fol-
lows on the 9th of that month. He addressed himself
to the Hon. E. Deas Thompson as follows: “Being at
Stroud this week I had an opportunity of hearing some
of the aboriginal natives inquire most anxiously for
their blankets, which they seem to prize greatly. The
mornings and evenings begin to get chilly on these
mountains, and I fear that unless the blacks get some
little shelter in the shape of a blanket or other cover-
ing they will get discontented. They are numerous
here and have hitherto been guiet and harmless, many
of the men proving useful to the overseers at the Com-
pany’s out-stations. But if deprived of their wonted
present from His Excellency I will not answer for their
continuing so. I remember some five or six years ago
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i i irates who,

i t with a party in search of nine p
(g;gul;gil?lgl closely pursued at seaahad scl;xtt%;(; ctﬁlea :qi;s):t
stole at Sydney and lande on the t
tslégghens and were made an 'e'asyl caplzlxsret ﬁ)g mtshe(ivaéss

sistance of two female aboriginals who, > I,

i hite fellows knowing

told me they had tricked the W i

i the Governor ha
was in quest of them and because t e O e total
n them blankets. I do _not' thin

T;gw'ii‘;(fldrawal of Sir George Gipps wonted muniﬁ(;eﬁ;:ﬁ

towards that interesting rétce (?aytgxé:ratoef otrll‘es?l?s O
ccasion to the isadvan .

f&r s:l‘;'ne\(r)ents I would recommend'a snpply of blank(.ats
for the use of the women and chxldrey wh_o otherwwée
must be left naked and comfortless—it bemg a stand-
ing order of the Commissioner of the A. A. Cgmpa;ln}:
that no black girls be harbored at the huts of the co
pany’s estate. If then, His Excellency the Governlcl)r
would consent to send even one half (say 100) of t f}
former quantity I shall take care that they are pro(;lleil—
1y distributed among those ?gstbl delfgglg(gmﬁn Still;

atest need of such a boon. e blan )

. 1gxlx‘)eto time for distribution on May lst by being pu}tl on
board one of the steamers at Sydney and lan(}ed at ay&
mond Terrace whence they could be brq}lgh; to Strou
by one of the Company’s pack bullocks.

Y ith

une of '41 a black fellow named Bobby met' wi .

a \}il:)l{mt end near Stroud. From the recorlt)l_s 11{t :g_‘
pears that Bobby, with anothel_' black named 1§ , >
proached the hut of an assxgn?‘d serva'l,n wd o ;\Yed
xnown throughout the district as “Cranky, anh isand
for some flour. The response Was a gun-sho nd
Bobby was killed outright. Thg murderer was.tz:pg -
hendéd at once, the crime having been commi eand
sight of a number of the officers of the Compal:iy, nd
he was brought before Capt. Cook. Commen tnég on
the case to the Attorney-General in $ydney, Cag Our-
wrote: I feel vary keenly over this case as the (;nhas
dered aborigina was of excellent charaetex; an 1 s
done me many " aluable services. The n.lurde.(_ari{ :!(;at
his nick-name ¢ ranky” made me at ﬁlrs.t thug ha
he might at tin 3s labor under an a_berratlon oti m(x1 ili
but no great ab: ormality ever having been ng cealto-
his conduct or kshaviour I fear that th.e deed gs o
gether emanated from a naturally violent :a.nt uélg "
vernable temper.” In a subsequent letter Cap(.1 boon
notes with pleasure that the deg,th penalty h.a. 'gfe
carried out and that “Cranky’’ paid fully for his crime.

At this stage I might mention that after' 1835 this is
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. the only record of a black having met his death by vio-
lence at the hands of a white man in either the Dungog
or Stroud districts, and in 42 Capt Cook speaks in con-
gratulatory terms of the general attitude of the white
inhabitants towards the natives.

There was an important law case in August, 1841,
in which the integrity of an officer of the A. A. Com-
pany was involved. A blackfellow was the principal
witness against him, and in order to see justice done
Capt. Cook took an unusual course in making an en-
deavor to get the aboriginal to realise the nature of an
oath. Writing to Mr J. Moore Dillon, the Crown So-
licitor of the time, he says: ‘“Mr Therry having approv-
ed of my suggestion as to the propriety of instructing
Billy, the aboriginal native, whose statements appear
among the original depositions of this case, I requested
that he might be put under the care of the clergyman
at Stroud, when the Revd. Mr Cowper, of Port
Stephens, kindly offered his services. After persever-
ing for some time he gives me but little hope of suc-
cess, the blackfellow, though otherwise intelligent, be-
ing averse to instruction. . I therefore despair of his
being made conscious of the obligation of an-oath so.as
to be sworn at the trial in September.” This furnishes
another example of the innate sense of justice in the
old army officer, who rather than accept the hearsay
of a native endeavored to bring to the rud. mind a
realisation of the basis of Christianity in order that
the prisoner standing his trial should have every ad-
vantage. After his experience with the two blackfel-
lows who made off with his muskets, Capt. Cook kept
an eye open for armed aboriginals. On November 2nd
he wrote to Matthew Chapman, then owner of “The
Grange,’”” Wallarobba, as follows: A complaint having
been made to me that two blacks, “Possum’ and
“Cocky,” were found near your place on Sunday last
with arms in their possession contrary to law I have to

request that, as it appears they acted under your

orders, that the culprits be sent in on Friday next, or
at farthest, Friday week to answer for the offence;
and that you appear personally to give the necessary
explanation. No white or black can now carry firearms
on a Sunday for: pleasure or profit with impunity.

The fine is not more than £5 nor less than £2.” It may

be now related that Mr Chapman appeared in person

at the Dungog court and explained that he had lent
the arms to the blacks for the pugpose of shooting wal-
labies. The aboriginals were admonished and Mr

Chapman was fined £4.
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The authorities at thre end of 1841 were again un-
decided about issuing blankets, and Captain Cook
made a strong appeal for 50 for Dungog and 200 for
Port Stephens. Concluding his letter he said: ‘““That
sable, but interesting race, are numerous in this dis-
trict and all well conducted. Three of them discovered
a quantity of goods lately in the bush near Wallarobba
and brought them to this place. These things had
been left, there is no doubt, by the bushrangers last
year. They are now advertised in the Government
“Gazette.”

There was a robbery at the home of Mr Arthur
Hogue, Clarence Town, on Feb. oth, 1842, and the mat-
ter was reported to Capt. Cook. Mr Hogue stated that
among the goods stolen was a quantity of rum and that
as.a number of blacks in the neighborhood had been
found in a state of intoxication he concluded that they
were the culprits and asked that they should be ar-
rested and brought to justice. Capt. Cook, always the
champion of the natives, declared that it was more
than likely that some runaway convicts were the guilty
persons as clothes and arms that had been stolen were
not found with the blacks, and that the liquor was
probably given them to divert suspicion. The matter
was investigated, and subsequent events proved that
the surmise of the magistrate was quite correct. The
convicts were captured and went to the tread-mills.

In May 1842 the blacks of Dungog received their
fifty blankets, but a supply for Port Stephens was re-
fused altogether. A suggestion was sent from head-
quarters that the half hundred should be equally di-
vided between the natives atf both centres, but Capt.
Cook rcfused to do this. He said ‘it is scarcely worth
while taking two bites at a cherry, and I will not be a
party to it.” Just at this time some blacks were in-
strumental in capturing five runaways at Carrington
and this was used in 2 further plea for the natives.
The Captain persisted in having the full supply and he
again won.

A CHAPTER FROM THE MANNING.

1 have previously mentioned that very little was
known in the very early days of the aboriginals in the
Manning district by the residents of the Dungog dis-
trict, and any contact with the northern natives was
usually with officers and men employed by the A. A.
Company at Stroud and Gloucester. From the reports
of Capt. Phillip Gidley King, the Rev Mr Cowper, and
Dr Mcintosh, all of Port Stephens, it may be taken
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that the ;rrbes to the north were generally more fierce
?‘nd‘. warlike than those in the settled districts. Grim
‘::t_ones have been told recently by old residents of
-wnro{esale slaughter of aboriginals in the forues as
reprisals for assaults and murders, and none of these
ﬁ‘ieq be r’epeated oy me. This serves to illustrate
owever, that the temperament of the tribes differeci
considerably, as little or anything of the kind is re-
corfied as having happened about Dungog. In 1848
matters were so_mewhat serious in regard to the blacké
aﬁout the Manning as the following letter, addressed to
the Hon. E. Deas Thompson will show. Capt. Cook
wrote under date of January 10th: “I feel called upon
and do.myself !.;he honour, to state to you for the -in-’
formation of. His Excellency the 'Governor, that there
are now residing on the Manning River ’upwards of
four hunglred persons without protection or instruction
of any k'm_d and governed solely by ‘Liynch Law’ A:nd
the abomglnes there being contaminated and ermb<.)lden-
gd by such ean_rnple have lately become most trouble-
'lsiqlllrle at the different stations in the vicinity. They
1,’1 sheep and spear cattle without concealment and
.‘évA en spoken to threatern. the lives of the shepherds
to::le tu.nve ago I despatched two of the mounted policé
D '?ut in force a warrant issued by Mr. 'G. Rowley
f,ngam‘st three black-fellows who assaulted and beat a
te?‘? ;lr} charge ‘(,)f sheep who was endeavouring to pro-
Lect is master’s property .These sable thieves, being
tl?gmse-d'bOf the approach of the trooperg collected to
the number of thirty or forty, and having amongst
u em at .least a dozen muskets and plenty of ammuni-
“1’<1)tn}{ which the' seftlers most improperly supply them
brajvze ticl}ey resisted. ’The soldiers :(one of them the
pra effox;pc(:;ral_Wor"siey) were fain to retreat, which
wef}:e Xe% ed with d1ﬂ§iculty and not until several shots
o exc anged, the irooper's cartridge box wrenched
I’11*0rn his person and his arm wounded with a toma-
tgw];.l This unfortunate circumstance, having given
he acks more courage. has caused their deprada-
tions to become more formidable so that several res-
pectable persons who have stations on the Manning
have lately called on me and beseeched protection. I
could only refer them to Capt. King, the Comm-issiorier
for the AA Company, who, I believe, was in corres-
pondence with you on the subject. It would be worse
t,ha:n useless to send back the small party of mounted
police that are stationed at Dungog, but if an officer's
ccmmand were directed to proceed thither to scour the
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buch for a few days, and if possible capture the ofiend-
ers for whose appiehension a magisizaies warrant has
been issued, it wou:d have a good eirect by swiking
terror into the savage mind. 1 would iecommend earn-
estly the adoption of sciue such measure that peace
and safety may be restored.”

The above letter conveys some slight idea of what
the pioneers of the Manning and Gloucester districts
were encountering in the late 'foities. It is interesting
to learn the outcome of this position from Captain
Cook, which, I may add, was supported by a strongiy
worded representation from Capt. King, bui untor-
tunately, as is the case with many of the reco.ds that
I have inspected, the most important links are missing.
in March of that year a force comprising twenty-six
soldiers, in charge of Capt. Reynolds (or a name that
I deciphered as such) left Newcastle for Carrington to
proceed under the direction of Capt. King to the Mann-
ing to “inflict such punishment on the natives as may
be deemed salutary”’. I have found out that the ex-
pedition arrived at Port Stephens and was supplied
with “adequate rations and the services of a number of
mules,” but beyond that the records are silent. Wheth-
er they ever reached the Manning is a matter for
conjecture, but I take it that both <Captains Cook
and King would certainly have seen that they carried
out their work once they had embarked on their ex-
pedition of punishment. Perchance there are some of
the old hands about the Gloucester and Manning that
have heard of the result of this foray of armed forces
and can supply some further particulars, I would
gladly welcome anhy jinformation on this source.

In April, 1848, Capt. Cook ig still battering at the
door of headquarters over the blankets for the abo-
riginals, and he wroie a strongly worded protest
against the withdrawal of the issue. I gather that in
the previous year the supplies were cut off altogether
for he says in one of his letters “the withdrawal of the
ounty proved fatal to many of the gins and over
thirty children. I plead with His Excellency that he
should sanction a return to his aforetime generous
custom as it will afford that houseless race much real
comfort and encourage them to do well and be moie
serviceable to the whites, from whom of late years
they have been more estranged.” During the follow-
ing year Capt. Cook took a very decided stand over the
supply of blankets and rations to the blacks, and from
thence omwards it appears that the consignments came
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regularly to hand. Port Stephens, abo i
was separated trom the Dung?og dlstrictu;:n tg:iartamt%
lt;lelzz as;ﬁgpéy and 'uaxpi:l. King conunued the fight ﬁm;il he
; tovernor when igi -
fox&‘gn o company'spe ;c{::t ;bomgunals were well cared
ere 1s a record of a prctest by Capt. i i
the practice of officers of the A%& tbpoﬁn"gggl; :;gzil;xst
parties ) of blacks for the purpose of driving 01%
ma.raudmg bands from the hostile districts to the
nor.t.h. He complains that frequently the blacks retain
their ‘weapons and use them with such carelessness in
the vicinity of settled districts as to endanger the lives
of phe ‘settler‘s: One incident that prompted this com-
|p1»a.mt_ is described by him in a private letter to the
Colonial Secretary in which he described a narrow
escape that he had from death by gun shot. A biack-
fellow was shooting at a bird in a tree when the gun
e:lqplod.ed and portions of the barrel knocked off the
g_apta.m’s hat. He attributes the whole thing to ex-
Iit%lrgea‘%fﬂessness, put his spirited protest was of
Therz are numerous other stories of th igi
pf the_ digtrict that are morth pu}blishj.nge gﬁgrﬁnrar;l;
investigations were only carrier up to {184.9 I wll
leave those dealing with a later period until s;)me fu-
ture date. In the meantime I would strongly unge
those old residents that have reminiscences of the
early da.ys to commit their stories to writing so that
i:t\;frih Iél;bgéﬁanstgnay th?ve something tangible to go
; er attem O CO unif ig
i St D llate a uniform history of
Before concluding I might, as a matter of i
..set out the wording of ar. advertisement that a;l;g;iifi
in the Government Gazette on November 17, 1834. I
have not been able to find any trace of the crime, and
the notice speaks for itself. It reads as follows: ‘,Sixty
Z[-’oqnds reward. Whereas the undermentioned black
natives stand charged on ocath with having committed
rape and robbery at the farm of John Lynch, at Sugar-
loaf .Creek, Williams River district, on Wedn’esday the
5th inst.; Notice is hereby given that any person "who
shall ajpprehend, or cause to be apprehended, and
lodged in any of His Majesty’s Gaols the whole or
either of the said offenders, shall receive a reward of
ten pounds for each of them who shall be secured: The
men are Young Price, Charcoal’s Brother or Dicky
Charcoal, Bill or Miserable Billy, Mickey, Jemmy
Jackass, and Joe the Marine. '
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